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PREFACE 


N the elder Times of Paganifm were three 
noted Oracles among the Ethnicks, that of 
Delphos, from whence we borrow our Title, 

the Oracle of Dodona, and another of Jupiter 
Hammon, where Queftions were propos’d to be 
refolu’d by Anfwers which preditted Things that 
fhould come to pafs. The moft famous of thefe 
was the Delphick one, jfstuated in the middle 
of Greece, where a glorious Temple, dedicated 
to Apollo, was inrich’d with innumerable Gifts 
which came from every Corner of the World. 
But the greateft Benefatior to this God was 
Croefus, King of Lydia, who fending an Am- 
baffador bither to ask if he fhould profper in the 
Wars be took in hand againft Cyrus King of 
~ Perfia, made divers rich Prefents, and among ft 
the refi, a Lion of Gold, moft cunningly wrought, 
weighing 100 Talents, every Talent weighing 
4500 |. which inthe whole aniountedto ascoocl. 
Moreover, Iwo Cups, whereof one was fine 
Gold, cunningly wrought, weighing 8 Talents 
anda Haif, which at 4500 |. the Talent comes 
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£0 382501. the other Cup was made by that 
sable Workman TV heodorus Sanius, of pure Sil- 
ver, and art tijictally wrought, containing 40 
gallons ; but of what Valuation it was, is not 
fet down. 

In this Temple was a dark Cave, where a 
Trivet of Gold did ftand, from under wbich ("tis 
faid ) a Dragon hath been feen, that gave An- 
fwers to the Petitioners : and itt was call’d the 
Pythian Oracle, for the fame Reafon undoub- 
tedly that the Woman or Prieftefs was call’d 
Pythia, eztber fromthe Serpent Python, that 
lay in tbe Pit, out of which the Oracle came, 
afterwards ki Id by Apollo, who poffefs'd the 
Place by C sina or from Pytho another 
Name of Delpiios, the Place of this Oracle, 
which came from Pytbus the Sou of Delphus, 
the Sonef Apollo, Lhe first Beginning of the 
Oracle was after this Manner: When the 
Place was « Common, the Goats that fed there, 
coming to a Den very barge below, with a litile 
Mouth on the top, and locking in, ona Jaden 
fea a leaping and making a firange Noife ; 
that kept them, naw’d Coretas, feeing this, ran 
to the Place to know what the Atatter was, and 
fell into the fame Frolick ; but prophefied {00 - 
and thus it fared with divers others, that 
came hither to the fame Purpofe. Nay, a great 
many, with the Anhelitus terre, or Breath 
that came out of the Earth, expired 3 5 infomuch, 
that afierwards they fet a three-focted Stool 
upon the Hole, anda Maid upon it confecrated 
for a Prieftefs, whofe Office was to put the 
Oracle 








Cv ) 
Oracle intoVerfe, and deliver it out, Now the 
Tripus, or three-footed Stool, was a Pot filPd 
with Duff, thorough which the Attlatus, or 
Infpiration of Apollo, but rather the Devil, 
was to pafs into the Belly of the Wench, and 


fo to go forth at ber Mouth for an Oracle: and 
fhe was no fooner infpired, but fhe fell a tear- 


ing her Hair, and running round, foaming at 
the Mouth, and cutting ber Flefh as bad as e- 
ver the Prophets of Baal did. 

If we will believe Natalis Comes, be faysin 
his Mythologia, Jib. 4. cap.10. That it was 
not a Serpent or Dragon that Apollo flew, but 
a Man, whofe Name was Python, and his Sir- 
name Draco, and from that Viétory Apollo was 
calld Pythius, and thofe that kept bis Oracle 
at Delphos, were call’d Pythios Vates, Pythi- 
an Priefis, or Diviners of Python: So what 
can be gather'd from hence is, that to bave the 
Spirit of Python, was to undertake fuch Divi- 
nations, as the Priefts ufed at tbe Pythian Ora- 
cle at Delphos. The interlineary Verfion of 
Arias Montanus ifes this Word Tvsay05, as alfo 
Beza in bis Latin Verfion, for what ‘Vremellius 
interprets Spiritum divinationis, the Syriac 
Verfion the fame, and our Englith Tran/flation 
renders, a Spirit of Divination, Aéis xvi. 16. 
So it is plain that it was Divination, that was 
telling of fecret things, whether paft, prefent, 
ov to come, that the maid (St. Luke bere talks 
of ) pretended and undertook , for the Text 


faith, Which brought her Matters much Gain 


Dy soothfaying, uavrvoutin, Chat is, Ly Vatici- 
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nation: for im this Place of the Ads, the E. 
vangelift [peaks after the common Phrafe of the 
Heathens, becaufe he delivers the Error of the 
common People, but not by what Instin& the 

Maid gave Divinations. 
They were given (as we have faid before) 
hy the Devil, who endeavouring to make the 
Pagans believe be was a Gad, advanc’d bis 
Deity in the folemn Praétice of Oracles, and 
tho’ by his Amphibologies he had often ruin’d 
fome that came to confult him, yet his Anfwers 
to the Queftions of others being to the Purpofe, 
his Indivinity was not yet betrayd: But fome- 
times wholefome Doétrines have been met with 
from Hell, for Nofce teipfum, the motto of 
Delphos, was a good Precept in Morality 3 and 
that a4 jufi Man is beloved of the Gods, an un- 
controulable Verity: Moreover, it was a good 
Deed, thou not well done, which be wrought by 
Vefpafian, zewben by the Touch of bis Foot be re- 
ftor’d a Lame Man, and by the Stroak of his 
Hand another that was blind, but the Inten- 
tion hereof drived at bis own Advantage, for 
bereby he not only confirm’d the Opinion of bis 
Power with the People, but bis Integrity with 
Princes, in whofe Power be knew it lay to over- 
throw bis Oracles, the Ceffation whereof was a- 
ferib’d to CHRIST when he came upon 
Earth, according to this Oracle of Delphos 

deliver'd to Auguitus. 
Me puer Hebrezus divos Deus ipfe subernans 


Cedere fede jubet, triftemque redire fub Orcum ; 
Arts ergo de hinc tacitus difcedito noftris. 


Tike 





( vu ) 
Take the LINES thus Tranflated. 
An Hebrew Child, a God who Gods excel, 
To Hell commands me, there again to dwell ; 


Our Altars leave in Silence, and no more 
Anfwers to Queftions e’er from hence implore. 


Zhe Satyrif Juvenal takes Notice of the Ceffation 
of Oracles in thefe few Words. 


Delphis oracula ceflant, Sat. VI. — 


But that there was a total Cefjation of 
them at the Birth of our Saviour, is con- 
tradiGed by Eufebius in bis Hiftory of the Life 
of Conftantine the Emperor, faying, that at the 
fame time Apollo, not by the Mouth of bis Prieff, 
but out of a dark hollow Cave deliver’d this Ora- 
cle: That by reafon of the juft Men then living, 
be conld not fpeak the Truth, and falfe Oracles 
were deliver'd from bis Tripos, or three-footed 
Stool, and that by reafon of them bis Hair de- 
cay’d. Lib. s.cap. 49. Hereupon the Chritti- 
ans fuffer’d a terrible Perfecution under Diocle- 
fian the Emperor, which was almoft 300 Tears 
after JESUS was incarnated. However, if 
we cannot tell the precife Time of the Ceffation 
of thefe Oracles, yet we are certain their filen- 
cing at laft was through the Promulgation of the 
Gofpel over the World, and doubt not of that 
which Prudentius afferts in that Part of bis A- 
potheofis which is adverfus Judzos. 
























Deus et fe corpore matris 
Induit, atque hominem de virginitate creavit : 
Delphica damnatis tacuerunt fortibus antra. 

Non tripodas cortina tegit, non {fpumat anhelus 


Fata 
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Fata Sybillinis fanaticus edita libris. 
Perdidit infanos mendax Dodona vapores, 
Mortua jam mute lugent oracula Cuma, 
Nec refponfa refert Lybicis in fyrtibusAmmon. 


Thus much for Oracles, which give a Title 
to this Undertaking ,and which is carried on by a 
Society of Gentlemen, not of the leaft Reputa- 
tion for Learning, in Weftminfter and London, 
which Cities, confidering the great Number of 
Gentlemen who (tudy the Municipal or Common 
Laws in the four Inns of Court, the many lear- 
ned Civilians profeffing the Canon and civil 
Laws at Doctors Commons, the College of Phy- 
ficians, the Improvements of Experimental Phy- 
lofophy made by the Royal Society, and the Li- 
beral Arts read at Gretham College, may be rec- 
kon’d Academies, again, to make this Work 
the more acceptable to the World, we bave a 
Correfpondence with the Eminenteft Scholars in 
the mot Lamous Univerfities of Europe, which 
is the Reafon that we cannot publifh what we 
bere offer to the Publick but once a Month : But 
then again, as our main Defign bereinis for the 
Advancement of Divine and Human Learning, 
we do give Notice to all that fhall converfe 
with us by Writing, toat we will anfwer no 
Queftions of Love Affairs, nor any other tmper- 
trnent Stuff, NOL tending to what we propofe 
above. 
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Queftion. WW" T is GOD? 


Anfwer. His being the moft intricate and fub- 
lime Queftion which can be propos’d 
tothe moft Learned tha : ever was, or will be living 
upon Earth, we fhal! endeavour, as well as human Un- 
derftanding will permit us, to give the Solution of it 
by Scripture s which fays: God isa Spirit, whofe — 
nels is tt nfearchable, who only hath Immortali ity, and there 
is mone elfe befides him, His Underftanding is infinite, 
his Work perfect, and his Eilence and Being isin himielf 
from ail Eternity; as may be prov’d by thefe Texts, 
Fob. Au 2 4.. Pal. 14.5. 3- f Tim.6.16. Deut. A. 25. 
Pal. 14.7.5, and Deut 22.4. This is the Definition 
which God hath been pleas d to give of himfelt in his 
Holy Oracles, and to go any farther in the Search of 
“a the Deity is, is a Scrutimy too prefumptuous, 
fince the great Apoftle e of the Gentiles tells us, Unfearche 
able are bis “fudgments. and bis Ways paft fmaing out. 
Q. What Chriftian Doétrine may be grounded “pou 
this Law in the Twelve Tables, Re, perfona, tommpart 
oco 


— 
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loco atrociofes injurize judicantur, i, e. Injurtes were 
to be efteemd to receive Aggravations by the Per[om of- 
fendea? 

A. \t is moft certain, that thofe Confiderations in 


inferior Obje&ts, which fczrter’d and difpers’d, do ren- 


der Actions under greateft Guilt and Aggravation, are 


all concentred to aggravate whatever Action Man is | 


puilty of againft God. For if it be an Aggravation of 
the Crime among Men, for the Subjcé to affront his 
King, for the Child his Father, for the Vaflal his 
Lord, for the Obliged his Benefaétor ; all the Aggra= 
vations refleGted on the faulty Action by affronting the 
tranfcendent Object of God, are as much Superior to 
thofe deriv’d from any other, as thofe Confiderations 


which in his Divine Majefty are aggravating, do tran- | 


{cend the fame that are foin Man. As much as God 
himfelf in Excellency is above Man, this King above 
allother Kings, the Heavenly Father above an Earthly, 


this Lord of Lords above all other Lords, this Sove- | 


rcign Benefactor above inferior Benefattors, of fo much 
greater Guilt and Aggravation in all Refpeéts isa Crime 
again{t the former, than againft the latter, This the 


ancient Romans had {ome underftanding of, and there- | 
fore to protect Perfons invefted with the Sovereign | 
Power and Authority, from all Affronrs, they were — 


wont to ftile them Sacred, to the End, that by Confi- 
deration of the Name and Character of God upon’em, 


Subjeés apprehending fo much Horror in the Crime, | 


might be {card from attempting what otherwife per- 
haps, without it, they would have foon prefum’d to 
do, as Floccus, in the Preface to his firft Book of Ro- 
man Power, hints in thefe Words; Romamnis legibus 
cautum eff ut omnes poteftatem obtinentes, quo plus apud 
eos masestatis cffet, Sacrofanéi appellarentur, ut (i quis 
guempsam in magistratu vivlaffet Religio judicaretur. 

Q. Whether the anttent Heathens Leliew’d any fuch 
Place as a local Hell, or no? If they did, where they 
fisd it? And bow confonant are the Defcriptions thereof 


i ELaly Writ to their Opinions ? A. 
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A. The old Fheologtsts among the Pagaus, before 
Philofophy was extant, efteem’d the Body, Hell, and 
that the Soul defcended into Hell, when firlt it came 
iato the Body. Others again athrm’d, that the Place 
of Hell was all that Space between the Moon and the 
Earth: And fome thought Hell to be Subterranean, 
and plac’d near the Centre of the Earth, Nowotthefe 
three Opinions, the Holy Scripture feems to fome to 
favour that moft, which perfuades the Air to be the 
Place of Hell; for it isin Tartarws, or in the Air the 
Demons are imprifond in the Chains of Darknefs ; and 
the Devil, who is call’d the Devil of Hell, is ftil’d in 
Holy Writings, the Prince of the Power of the Air. 
Confiftent to this Opinion were many of the Antients, 
as well Poets as Philofophers, who alfferted the Air to. 
be the darkeft thing in Nature ; and fo conformably 
tothem doth St. Peter fpeak, when inthe 2d Chapter 
of his 2d Epiftle he faith, God did tartarize the An- 
gels in Chains of Darknefs, or put them in Chains of 
Darknefs in Tartarus, for Tartarus is the Prifan of Jus 
{tice. But tho’ the Scripture feems (to fome) to favour 
this Opinion moft, that Hell isin the Air, yet there isa 
Text which looks fairly for the more received that ’tis 
Subterranean, namely, that of Sob xxvi. §. as our 
Tranflation renders it, Dead Things are formed fron 
under the Waters, and the Inhabitants thereof; the Ori- 
ginal is, :Om AW) DW MnMn I>Sin» D*NDI and the 
interlineary Latin of Pagnime’sVerlion in Arias Mon- 
tanus’s Hebrew Bible, publifh’d by Order of his 
Catholick Majefty, Philip Il. King of Spain, is Mortus 
formabuntur de [ub aquis, & babitatores eorum. Bat for 
our Part, we are induced to think that Hell is of a vaft 
Extent, and that the Bound and Limits of ir, are not {0 
{trick and narrow, as the moftimagine. It may not be 
confind within the Air, nor within a certain Cavity 
and Hollow under the Earth; perhaps it is as large 

and comprehenfive as the whole Elementary World ; 


and it may be Hell hereafter, will not be the fame with 


B 2 that 








4 The Melvghich ORACLE. 
that which now is Hell. But fecret Things belong to 
God. 


—— a 





LONDON, September 7th, 1719. 
Q. YY Bee of our Proteftant Sovereigns in this 


Realm, was moft bountiful to the poor 
Clergy § ¢ 

A, Queen ANNE, who gave all her Revenue a- 
rifing from the Firlt Fruits and Tenths, to increafe the 
mean and infatlicient Maintenance of the Clergy in 
divers Parts ot the Nation; by which charitable and 
gracious Act, She highly adorn’d the Reformation 
made by her Anceftors, and furpafs’d them all in He 
Munificence and Royal Bounty to the Church of 
1H land. 

O. We ought not to doubt of any ¢ if the fundamental 
Ai ‘icles of the Chrittian Faith 5 but pray, Gentlemen, 
wit 7 jo uy Opin n10n of the Refurreétion ¢ 

A. This is an improper Queltion for a Cdri/fian to 
ask, when the Refurrection was beliew’d by the very 
Druids, was preach’d by the Sybi/s, and was imply: ‘d 
in the Doctriae of the Immortality of human Souls, in 
the Sepulrure of Bodies, and in the Rights of Sepul- 
directs which, for that they preferv’d the Duft and 
Athes a Men, againit the Tine of Reftirution, were 
e{teend all the World over facred and inviolable. Ie 
is human, fays Phocylides. 

Tatay bain Lec ae® X oo Teepe “Oss veuvéar, 

To afford Earth to unburied Cares i[Jes. Again, 
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The next VE RSE is to the fame Purpote. 
‘Ou teLAoy a pug yiny aYaAVEL\S av Sper TOL 
Tis infamous to diffolve the human Frame, 


Or aifturo his Alhes. 


The Reafon hereof he annexes in the following Verfes. 
Kou raja 3° cx yung eAmCophy &5 QaGs eAdaY 
Nena ATLL OYHIO 7 : 

Ever long we hope the Grave thall render up 
Again, to Light, the Reliques of the Dead. 


Though in St. Paul’s Time the Multitude at Arhens 
were fo abfolutely unacquainted with the Refurrection 
of the Dead, that when they had the Happinefs to 
hear him preach concerning it, fome of them appre= 
hended him to fpeak of a God, andall of a new ftrange 
Thing 3 Yet at the fame time, there were fome at 
Rome, that were moft clean and full in their Belicf of 
it; who not unlikely with their other Knowledges, 
receiv’d this at Athens. “Tistrue, Catullus, in fome 
amorous Verfesto his beloved Lesbia, denies any other 
Life after Death, and P/izy in as extravagant a Talk 
afd Sally, in his natural Hiftory, derides the Refur- 
reCtion, than which nothing is moft certain; for as 
Death is but only aninterruption, not a total Abolition 
of Life, there will a Day come, when we {hall re- 
poflefs the Light. ‘The Apoftles Creed confirms this 
Doctrine; and among the many Proofs tn Scripture 
which affure it, this of the moft patient Man upon 
Marth is as evident as any: I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that be {hall ftand at the latter Day upon the 
Earth, And though after my Skin, Worms dejtroy thts Bo- 
dyy yet in my Fle{h fhall I fee God, Job. xix. 25,26. 
~ QQ. May a Chriftian lawfully put out Money io ufe? 

A. The criginal Defign of Money was not that it 
fhould beget its Like; but only to be a Medium tor 
determining the Value of each Commodity. Now 

Ulury 
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Ufury, on the other Side, is a kind of Excife upon 
the Borrower : Or, a Spel over and above the Princi- 
pal, in Confideration of the Loan of it. Therefore 
Ufury may be juftly cenfured, becaufe oppofite to the 
primitive End for which Money was coynd; which 
was (as above hinted) Convenience of Traflick, and 
not Selfeincreafe: But here Money begets Money. 
Ufury is term’d Fanus by the Latins, becaufe Off- 
{prings do moftly refemble their Begetters. Where- 
fore, this way of fcraping Wealth, is to be deemd of 
all others, the moft contrary to Nature, upon thefe 
two Arguments too. Firft, where the Ufe of any 
thing is the Confumption of it, the Ufe is infeparable 
from the thing it felf; but in this Cafe the Ufe is wholly 
diftin& from the Subftance, therefore againft Nature. 
Secondly, things naturaJly barien, ought nor to be e- 
fteem’d fruCtiferous: But Ufury requires Gratifications 
for Money, as fructiferous, though in its own Nature 
it be intirely deftitute of any fuch Quality. Now to 
the Queftion propos’, whether a C/rijzian may law- 
fully put out Money to ule? We anfwer, that as 
Chriftians do partake of the Benefic of other political 
Eftablifhments, fo may they fafely make fuch Bargains. 
and Contras, as the Laws do adjudge to be honeft. 
Now ’tis true, that the old Impcrial Laws permitted 
Ufury ; bur yet they never undertook for the Honefty 
of itr. And who is fo weak as not to underftand the 
Difference of a Toleration and an Approbation ? It is 
no more to be expected that the Laws fhould extirpate 
all Evils out of a State, than that a Phyfician fhould 
cure all Difcafes: But as he prohibits any Medicines 
at all, in fome Diitempers, fag fear of Irritation, even 
fo is Policy fain to diflemble with fuch Vices, as ha- 
ving been authorizd by antient Cuftom, are not re~ 
miovable, but at great Hazards. We are indeed whol- 
~ dy againft a Chriffian’s taking up a Sew’s Trade of U- 
fury, and would advife him to any otker Courfe cf 
Late, that is commendable. 


Q. What 
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Q. What Sort of Government is really moft agreeable 
to the Genius of the Englifh Nation ? 

A. Examine the various Revolutions that have hap- 
pend to this Ifland, Britons, Romans, Saxons, Danes, 
and Normans ; or (more nearly) the Changes in their 
Defcents, from the direct Line to the collateral; or 
(yet nearer) the Times of Infurreétion and depofing 
Kings,Edward and Richard, both Seconds of the Name, 
and you fhall find Kingfhip ftillin Fafhion. Nay, 
that of King ‘ohn is more notorious, for when the 
People had in a Sort dethron’d him, and {worn Alle- 
giance to Lewis of France, yet, when ‘Jobn died, the 
fame People not only expell’d the Foreigner, but ha- 
ving got the Power into their own Hands, they 
crown’d King ‘fobn'’s Son, being then an Infant, with- 
out Intereft or Adherents: Nor will all our Chronicles 
afford us one fingle Inftance of any Defign or Endea- 
vour to erect a free Eftate, before rhe unnatural Times 
of Forty Eighr furnifh’d the Precedent. No, not when 
Wat Tyler or ‘fack Straw revell’d it with their Clowns. 
Nor yet is this Gegins ever to be chang’d, for reflect 
we next, that as our Englifh Nature is not like the 
French, fupple to Oppreflion, and apt to delight in that 
Pomp and Magnificence ot their Lords, which (they 
know) is fupported with their Slavery and Hunger ; 
nor like the Highland- Scots, where the Honour and In- 
tereft of the Chicf is the Glory of the whole Clan ; fo 
doth it as little (or lefs) agree with the Dutch Humour, 
addicted only to Traffick, Navigation, Handicrafts, 
and fordid Thrift, and (in Defiance of Heraldry) every 
Man fancying hisown Efcutchion, Befides, you can: 
not but remember, how that bare Glympfe and Sha- 
dow of Monarchy under Oliver Cromwell, and his Son 
Dick, (tho’ Perfons even at that very Time hated and 
{corn'd, and that too upon a moft impious and fcan- 
dalous Account) was for meer Refemblance-Sake ad- 
mitted as tolerable, and (in refpeét of a Common- 
Wealth) couated ; which clearly evinces, how grate 


ful 
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ful the Subftance mult needs be to all true Engii(h 
Spirits. 

Q. How came Laws at firft to be made ® | 

4. From the Multitude of Injuftices that were con 
tinually aéted under the Cover of Arbitrarinefs, pro- 
ceeded the Invention of Laws, as the beit means to 
free the People from burthenfeme Oppreflions ; and 
for preventing Affronts to the Language of the Magi- 
{trate ; tor the placing the Reafons of their Determi- 
nations upon Record, took away all Sufpicion of Par« 
tiality, or Ercor ia the ademmts 3 wich tho’ it might 
perhaps fecm fevere, yet the L« -gality of if Was its Ju- 
Rification : And although the Lofs of a Man’s Caufe 
might fometimes make him unfatistied with the Rea- 
fonablencfs of the Law that occafion’d ; it, yet the Com-~ 
plaint refted there 5 becaufe that was the Rule agreed 
upon, forthe determining Right and Wrong; and the 
Generality of tts Reception made its V alidity unque- 
ftichable. 

). What is the Difference betwixt a Supreme and 
Abo} ute Expire ¢ 

A, The Difference that we underftand betwixt a 
Pent and Abfolute Empire, is, that 1a an abfolute 
Empire, the Rule of the Peoples Obedience is only the 
Sovereign's Will. So it is in —_ ey, Mufcovy, and 
all fuch Princes as retain entire the Right of Conquett ; 
and was in fome Part inder t the Reman Emperors, after 
the Lex regia was eltablith ¢ d by the People’s Confent , 
whereby they transferr’d their entire Right unto him. 
Supreme Empire we take to be, when a King has a 
Suprem acy and Sovercigaty over all, me his abfolute 
Power is limited and reftrain’d by reciprocal Pacts, Laws, 
and Stipulations betwixt Prince and People, which i is 
the Cafe of the Crown of Exgland : And: to thefe Pacts 
the King and People are equally bound before God 
and Min : 3 7 the King is as much bound : to Jultice, 


a 
< 
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of moral Honefty alfo) as the Subject is to Obedience. 
And he is not only accountable to God, but even his 
People have certain juft and legal Ways to feck Re- 
drefs,) wherein he fhall do wrong; notwithftanding 
that Axiom of our Common-Law, Tost the King can 
do no wrong ; which is falfe in many Senfes, and may 
very well be call’d Fidtio juris, a kind of metaphyfical 
Fiction: Le roy ne fait tort, being ovly to be under: 
ftood in the ordinary Courfe of Juftice ; which the 
King adminiftring by his Minifters, and not in Perfon, 


itis they that are the Wrong-doers, and not the King ; 


and the Subje& againft them is to feek his Remedy, 
For Kings may do wrong, and be as wicked as other 
Men, commit Murther, and wrongfully take away 
other Mens Eftates; which no Fiction of the Law can 
make not to be wrong; altho’ his Perlon be exempt 
from Punifhment. But to fpeak ftill in plairer intel- 
ligible Tcerms, a King both may do wrong, and the 
People may feek their Redrefs, in fuch fort as the Law 
of the Land allows. And the Difference betwixt King 
and Peoples failing in their reciprocal Dutiesy is not 
but that they do wrong alike, cffend God alike, and 
are both of chem liable to be quefiton’d, according to 
the Extent of the Law, by both their Confents eitab- 
lith'd. The Subjects tranfgrefling the Law, fhall be 
punifh’d according to the Quality and Meafure of the 
Offence: Felozy, by the Lofs of their Goods and Char- 
tles, and by a milder Death; Zreafin, by a more f- 
vere Death, and Conhfcation both of Goods and Inbe- 
ritance, But hereof they muft be convicted, per Pares, 
by People of their own Condition, and adjudg’d by a 
fuperior JurifdiGtion ; which can be deriv d only from 
the King. So that the King, having not his Peer, 
nor any of his own Condition, cannot have a legal 
Lryal; and having no JunfaiGion fuperior to himfelf, 
cannot be adjudg'd or fentenc’d by any; For neither 
the Exrent of the Law, nor any Condition of the Pa&ts, 
OF OUipulation, do reach to the puuiihing of the Per- 
C fon 


—« 
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fon af the King, or the Forfeiture of his Dominion 
over Us. 





— | 


— 


OxFORD, September 9th, 1719. 
Q. Ith how wany Sorts of War may a State be 
liable to be infefted 2 
A. Three. The firft is, where the Citizens do fall 
into a Tumult or Uproar among themfelves; and this 


is term’d a Civil War. The fecond, when the People 





take up Arms againft their lawful Sovereign, and this , 
is cali’d bellious W And the third i h 
is cal’d a rebellious War. And the third is, when 


the Kingdom is engag’d in Hoftiliry againft a foreign 
Power; which latter in {trict Propriety of Speech ought 
only to be calld a War, and lawful, when it is to 
defend cur Country againft a common Enemy, or of- 
fend them upon a Caufe truly juft. But civil and re- 
bellious Wars are unlawful, and do ufually take their 
2ife cither from the Youth, the Slothfulnefs, or Ina- 
bility of a Prince: Therefore it is a Work truly wore 
thy of him to enact fuch wholefome Laws, as may ob- 
viate all Dilorders in the State, and tran{mit it found 
and entire to his Succeflor. He ought, in the firft 


Place to exercife his Care in the fettling and eftablifh- 


ing of Religions becaufe any Innovation in that Point, 
is enough to diforder and fubvert the beft of Govern- 
men's. Alfo when a King is fo very lavifh of his Fa- 
vour to any one particular Perfon, as thereby to di- 
ftinou'th him (by an extraordinary Degree of Eleva- 
tion) from the reft of his Minifters, it not only breeds 
1)) Blood in all of them, bur alfo pufhes on the Favou- 
rice bimaf{clE to the coveting of more than is confiftent 
witn his Allegiance; and either of thefe is fufliciert 
per kindle Faétions at leail, it not an open Confla- 
ta the Cafe ot a Practice to introduce a falfe 
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bellious Attempts againft the fupreme Authority, as 
judging the Bond which ties them to the Adoration of 
the Creator to be infinitely more obligatory, than any 
Natural, Legal, or {pontaneous Engagement what{o- 
ever. Some contend for an Exception to this particular 
Cafe only. But certain we are, thatinall ovhers, they 
are as well oblig’d to bear with the Infirmities of an 
evil Prince, as to love and reverence a good one: Fer 
otherwife, the common Order of the Univ-.rfe, and the 
harmonious State of Things, would fail into inevitable 
Contulion, The Civil Wars of France, and the Holy 
League with the Duke of Gu:fe, the Head of it, that 
fomented them, took Root trom a Pretext of Henry lV. 
his too much inclining to Calvini{m. For although the 
French, (of all other Nations) do adore their Sove- 
rcigns with the moft profound Veneration, yet did they 
choofe to purfue him tro the Death, and involve the 
whole Kingdom in the moft execrable of inteftine Wars, 
rather than admut of any Change of the Religion of 
their Fore-fathers, though it was never fo much for 
the better. 
Q. Whar Torments are the Danin'd to {uffer in Hell? 
4. Internal Punifhments which are to be inflicted 
on the Wicked after. Death, do not only confift in Lofs 
and Deprivation of the beatifical Sight of God, but 
aifo in Pain and exquilite Torments. For this Reafoa 
it is calld Fire; and the rather call'd fo, becaufe that 
Hell ic felt is ftil’d in the facred Scriptures T:4ve, a 
Word deriv’a from others in the Hebrew, which fignify 
the Valley of Hinnon, a Place whercin the fuperftitious 
Vracktes with an Inhumanity that cannot be exprefs’d, 
did offer up their Children in the Fire to Moloch. Not 
that infernal Fire is material and corporeal, or that it is 
a proper, but only metaphorical Fire. A Fire it is, 
but fuch an one as is prepar’d for the Devil, and for his 
Angels; which if it were corporeal, or material, fince 
carporeal and material Beings act not on incorporeal, 
‘mataterial Spirits, it could not be imagin’d to be any 
C 2 other 
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other than what is more tormenting: Again, as the 
Worm that never dies is metaphorical and figurative, 
fo is the Fire that never goes out. Befides, Hell is ge- 
nerally call’d Tartarws, and that for the Coldnefs of it. 
Nor ts this a Fancy only of the Poets, nor of fome few 
Philcfophers, ‘us Scripture, that in Hell is weeping, and 
wailing, and gnalhing of Teeth: and TaclagiCe eff al- 
gentem quafjart © contremifcere, to Thake and” gnafh ones 
Teeth for Cold. But though tn Hell there be no pro- 
per Fire, yet fince the Torments in it are frequently 
comeard to Fire, and with the Addition of Brimftone, 
it muil needs confhilt in fome thing equally as Dire, as 
infupportable, as tormenting, and as vexatious as that. 
Moreover, internal Torments are not only moft atro- 
cious and fevere, but extended both to Body and Soul. 
And it is fo great Reafon that the Body fhould as well 
{uffer as the Sou!, that ‘tis thought not unlikely, that 
the Soul, as it did not fin butin the Body, fo ir doth 
not fuffer but with it: That ’tis Soul and Body in Cone 
junGien that do make Man, andit is Man; Soul with- 
our tee Body, not Body without the Scu!, but ocul 
and Body foderd into one Compojitum that fin, and 


that which fins muft faffer. But we drive it not fo far, 


for the Soul in tae State of Union to the Body, as 1t 
lives init, jo it acts by irs the Soul as fo is aéfus core 
poris, asisnothing bur what relates to the Body, and 
confequently all its Actions are organical; yet fince it 
cannot be feparated, and, though not as Amima, yet as 
Eus can {fubfilt alone without the Body, it is in that 
Eltate refpontib.e, Land juft it fhould] for what it did in 
the oher. Farthermore, give us leave to tell you too, 
that in‘ernal Ponifhments are nor defign’d for Example, 
much lefs for Caltigation and Amendment of the Pu- 
‘hed. Hell is not a Purgatory ; as the Tree falls, fo 
Judgment is the final and conclufive AG of 
venfations: No, eternal Punifhments are neither 
igations nor Examples, but mecr Revenges, inten- 
ed to aliert divine Honour, to fatisfy Juftice, and ina 
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word, intended to remove away from God, all thar 
Difhonour and Contempt that hath been put upon him 
by Sinners. And this alfo was the Notion that the anti- 
ent Pagans had of the laft Judgment, for they held the 


Jultice of the great Judge Rhadamanthus to be avenging 
and vindictive. So Ariffotie, Kata} Cérovraly, Ger alpen, 
x, 73 "Padus udvv@- Srxguov, Eine medoe rw xy eeeFe, Nunz’ sere 
yvon. Eth. l. §.¢.8. And they feem to call this the 
Juflice of Rhadamanthus exe wiser, If any be requited 
in the fame kind, or fuffer for what he has done, heis 


; 2 
ferv'd right. And fo Hefiod in his oper. & dier. L. I. 
~ ) . + ’ iy ) os 
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"Epquy art adicoy yaremko erecine aygiblu. 


With fuch an one Godsis angry, who inthe End will 
take fevere Vengeance for ail Iniquities. 


What is the meaning that St. Matthew the Evan- 


gelift ajcvibes this Citation, ‘They took the thirty Pieces of 


Silver the Price of him that was valued, whom they of 
the Children of J/rae/ did value, xxvii. 9. To Jeremiah 
the Prophet, when there are no {uch Words in all his Pro- 
phecy é 

A, Undoubtedly there were more Chapters of the 
Holy Scriptures wrote, than What are come to our 
Hands, but at the Deftruction of Ferufalem by Titus 
Vefpafian, they were burnt, or otherwife deftroy’d ; and 
fo among thofe facred Manufcripts, before they were 
loft, was the abovefaid Prophecy of felling our Blefled 
Saviour in fome of Feremiah’s Writings, or elfe St, 
Matthew, who was living long before this War of the 
Romans happend in Paleffime, and had certainly read 
this Paflage, had never cited him for the Author of ir. 
Thefe Words of Zechariah, one ot the minor Prophets, 
They weighed for my Price thirty Pieces of Silver. xi. 12. 
come neare{t to the abovefaid Quotation, but yet not 
Word by Word. Alfo that Song, which, in the Re- 
velation of St. Fohnm the Divine, is call’d the Song of 
Mees, 
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Mofes. XV. 3+ isnot to be found Word for Word in Mo- 
fes'sSong, neither in any of the Books of his Pentateuch. 
The like feeming Contradictions are to be found in di- 
vers other Places of Scripture ; for God travels to fatisfy 
our Comfort, not our Curiofiry. 

(). Whether the Saints departed have any Knowledge 
of us $ 

A. That pious Men cxempted from this Life are 
touched with a Care of the L:ving, and do pray to God 
for them, was an Opinion deeply fixed in the Minds of 
the fews; in thofe Times when they were very far 
from Idolatry, that is, after E/dras, unto this prefent. 
Abraham (in Fofephus) being ready to flay his Son, hath 
thefe Words: * God recciving thy Soul by Prayer 
** and Sacrifice offer'd up, and placing thee near unto 
“ himfélf, thou fhale be a Sollicitor for me, and to 
© comfort my old Age, fcr which End I brought thee 
© up, thou fhalt procure for me the Affittance of God. ” 
Moreover ‘tis faid, the //raelites have three Advocates ; 
God’s Goodne!s, theie Anceltors Prayers, ani 2 Life 
every Day growing better. And concerning their An- 
ceftors ‘us farther faid; ** They being freed frum the 
“© Body, do exhibic unto the fupreme Lord a naked 
‘© and fincere Worfhip, and do make Prayers for their 
Sons and Daughters not in vain, God the Father re- 
warding them with a gracious Audience,” This 
Opinion hath been much confirm’d by the divine Apoca- 
lypfe, fhewing to St. Foon, and by him to us, that the 
Martyrs before the Time of the univerfal Refurre€tion, 
do reign with CHRIST: for they cannot reign 
without fome Knowledge of Affairs. And it feems by 
the precedent Words, this Vifion is referred to the 
Times after Conffantine, Wherein the Martyrs were 
more publickly bonour’d than before, not only by the 
Chriffians, but by God himfelf, by the Cures daily 
happening at the Places deftin’d to their Honours. But 
(fay (ome) how doth that Knowledge come unto the 
Martyrs at fo great a Diftance? This is not hard to be 
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snderftood, if we remember that the Prophets alfo living 
in this gros Body had the like Privilege, Ehjha faw 
what Gehazi did being abfent; Ezekiel in Chaldea law 
what was done in the Temple at ‘ferufalem. Belides, 
the Angels ftand by at the holy Atlemblies, and com- 
mend our Prayers to God: as both 7ews and Chriftians 
have ever firmly believ’d: So by this ic may be ealily 
judg’d to be more credible, that the Martyrs have fome 
Knowledge of our Affairs, than that they have none. 


—— 





__ 
~ 
Re 


ROME, September 22d, N. S. 1719: 


W do you think of the Honour of Saints, and 
| uje of Images ¢ 

A. We deny not, but in the Honour of Saints, and 
inthe ufe of Images, the mean is exceeded by many. 
Wherefore we would advife People to confider whether 
it be not their fafeft Courfe to direG their Prayers unto 
God, and befcech him that the Prayers alfo of the Saints 
for us may be accepted. Further, we would it were 
confider'd, whether inflead of Images, it were not bet- 
ter to place Tables containing fome picus Hiftory, fuch 
as they were which are mention’d by Prudentiws in his 
Hymn on the Paffion of Caffianus. But truly, if in this 
Difquifition, ambiguous Words (which by their vari- 
ous Acception diftract the Minds of Men) were fet afide, 
namcly, Invocation, Adoration, Worfhip, Religion, 
Honour ; and if in things themfelves the indifferent were 
diftinguifh’d from the unlawful, there would be fewer 
Seeds of Centention. 

Q. What Places reckon by the Gregorian or Roman 
Account, commonly cal’d New-Style; and what by the 
Julian or Enghith Account, call’d Old-Style ? 

4, The Places that reckon by New-Style are Amfter- 
dam, Rotterdam, Antwerp, Leyden, Harlem, Ghent, Mid- 
dleburg, Bruffels, Brabant, aud mcft Part of the Nether- 


lands: 
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lands: Alfo Paris, Lyons, Marfezlles, Bourdeaux, and 
all France; Lisbon. Oporto, Cadiz, Bilboa, and all the 
reft of Spain and Portugal ; Venice and ftaly: Alfoin 
Germany, 2ll the Romifh Electors and Princes; Aug/- 
burg, Lintz, Crembles, Wien, Dantzick, and all Poland. 
The Places that reckon by the O/d- Style, are England, 
Scotland, and Ireland; all the Prote/fant Electors and 
Princes of Germany; Copenhagen, and all Denmark; 
Embden, the Proteftant Cantons of Switzerland, Ham- 
burg, Eaft-Friexland, Genoa, Holjtein, Lubeck, Straf- 
burgh, all Saxony, Riga, Leipfick, and all Sweden, one 
ly this laft Nation reckons their firft Day of ‘fanuary 
one Day before others who compute by the ‘Fulian Ac- 


count: And in Maufcovy they begin their Year on the © 


1{t Day of September, allowing no other Epocha than 
from the Creation of the World, which they think to 
be in Autumn. 

Q. How long Time doth St. John the Divine mean by 
a Time, and Times, and half a Time. Rev. xii. 14. 

A, A ‘Time in Scripture taken fimply and without 
Figure, means a Year, as Daniel iv. 32. fhews in Nee 
buchadnexzar’s feven Times, that he remain’d a Beatt, 
which are taken for feven Years: Then Time, Times, 
and balf a Time, or three Times and a half, are taken 
for three Years anda half, which being counted, will 
make forty two Months, or one thoufand two hundred 
and fixty Days. 

Q. When wilt the laff Day, or Day of Fudgment come? 

A. As the old World had 129 Years notice, the 
Time in which Noah was building the Ark, of the 
Deluge which was to deftroy all Mankind on the Face 
of the Earth, excepting eight Perfons, fo to this new 
Werld has CHRIST told what Signs and Tokens 
fhall appear againft the Approach df the lait Day. In 
thofe Days the Sun fhal be darken’d, and the Moon (hall 
mot give ber Light ; the Stars of Heaven fhall fall, and 
the Powers that are in Heaven {hall be fhaken. Mark xiii. 
Burt then Cor? tells us in the fame Chapter again, But 
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of that Day and that Hour knoweth no Man; No, not 
the Angels which are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. However, according to human Conjecture, 
it is thought by the moit Learned, that the Six Days 
of Labour Weekly obferv’d, doth mean and bear the 
Symbol of 6000 Years, that Mankind thall endure and 
bear the Travels and Cares of this Worlds; and that 

is confirm’d by St. Peter, who {peaking of the Day of 
Judgm nt, notes, That one Day is with the Lord as a 
Thovfand Years, and a Thoufand Years as one Day. So 
conicquently, the Six Days of Work, to reprefent 
6000 Years: After which Time of Worldly Travels 
and Cares, then fhall come our Eternal Sabbath and 
Reft, in the Glory of Heaven, fignified by the feventh 
Day’s Reit: For that truly, there is no Inttitution ap- 
pointed by God to Mofes, which, (befides the civil 
Commocity) had not alfo a fpiritual Figure: And cer- 
tain it is, that no Figure appears more confonanct with 
thefe Six Days of Work, and Seventh Day of Reft, 
than the prefent Mifcries of this World, and Erernal 
Sabbath hereaftcsr. Moreover, agreeable with this 
Opinion, there 1s a Sentence in the Houfe of Elias re- 
fervd in ail Ages, beuring thefe Words, The Worla 
flall jtand 6000 Years, and then it fhall be confum'd with 
Fire: That 1s to fay, 2000 Pears withiut Law, 2000 
Years und:r the Law, and 2000 Years under the Gi fel ; 
it f, and chat the Ade/fiah was born anno mundi 4000, 
the Duration of the World is not above 280 Years 
longer; nor perhaps fo long, becaufe for the Eledls 
Sake ticle Days {hall be fhorien’'d. Mat. xxiv.22° Theree 
tore as the {ccond coming of our Saviour is uncertain, 
he gives us this Caution in the fame Chapter of the laft 
cited Evangelift, Watch, for ye know not what hour your. 
Lord doth come. 

Q. Eufebsus, za the 22d Chapter of bis 1/# Beck of the 
Life of Conftantine the Great, gives an Account of that 
Empsror's feeing aCrofs in the Atr, or Sky, with an In- 

LD feription 
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[cription 3 in it containing thefe Words, in hoc vince, by 
this overcome. Pray what is your Opinion of it ¢ | 
~ A. Cur Opinion is, that among the many Ways of 
Revelation, by which God hath been pleas’d to bring 
the Gentiles vo the Kiowledge of Chrifianity, this is one 
of rr For to make a Judgment of what may have 
been done in former and long ago elapfed Times, by 
hes has been done of the lace, almo‘c in ours, take 
this Story. “Chere came News to Conftantinople, of a 
{trange Apparition which was {en at Medina Talnali 
in Jrabia, where Mahimet the great P opher of the 
Turks was buried, and to vifit whofe Tomb the Turks 
us‘dto goin Pilgrimage, but they muft firft goto Me- 
cha, which is (ome few Days Journey off, and there 
take a Ticket fom the Grand Seignior’s Beglerbeg, clfe 
they are not allow'dto go to Adcdina. This Appa~ 
fition or Vifion continu’d three Weeks together, which 
terrified the whole Country, for that no Man could 
difcaver the Truth thereof. About the 2oth' of Sep 
tember theré fell fo great a Tempeft, and fo fearful a 
Thunder about Midnight, as the Heavens were dark: ed, 
and thofe that were awake, almolt diftraéted, but thé 
Vapours being difpersd, and the Element clear, the 


People readin Aradian Chara&ers thefe Words, O6 ! 


wii) wil ye believe in Ltes? Between Twoand Three 
i: the Morning there were feen a Weman in White, 
compall:d about wit h the Sux, having a cheartul 
Countenance, and holding in her Hand a Book ; com- 
ing from’ the Norch-Welt, opnofite againft ber were 
Armics, Turks » Porftans , Arabians, and other Mahome= 
tans, ranged | in order of Battle, and ready to charge 
her, but fhe kept her ftanding, and only open’d the 
Look, at the S ahe whereof thefe Armies fled, and pre- 
fentiy ail the Lamps about Mabhomet's Tomb went out 

fay "8 as ever the Vifion vanitht (which was com: 
norly an Hour before Sunerifing) ‘a murmuring Wind 
was beard, Whereunto they imputed the extinguifhiny 


of the Lamps, ‘The antient Pilgrims of Mabomet’s 
. 


Race . 
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Race, who after they have vifited this Place, never 
ufe to cut their Hair, were much amazed, for that 
they could not conceive the meaning of the Vifion ; . 
only one of the Dervifes declar’d it, and died a Martyr, 
Q_ Doth the Golpel he of all yeafonable Forms of 
Gove nment ¢ 
A. Yes; whether Monarchical, Ariftocratical, 
De-mocratical. Policy of State cannot be faid to the: 
any direct Relation to the Gofpel ; for that reveals eter= 
fal Righteoufnels, which the Heart conccives by Faith: 
Yet, at the fame time,, enjoyns Obedience to the civil 
Sanétions of the feveral Countries wherein we live, 
Outward Adtion is the Obje& of Policy ; as treating 
of Property, Succeflion, iawn and the like, which 
do often vary, according to the Genius of each refpe- 
ctive Nation. . The Per(ian Laws difter from thofe of 
Arhens ; and the Roman from both; And as a Christian 
not only fafhions his Habit, but alfo compures the Time, 
according to the Prattice of the Place he abides in, fo 
may he lawfully fubmit to their civil Inftitutions. When 
the Prophet Efdras was in Perfia, he decided Matters 
by the wet of that People ; and when in Serufalem, 
according to the Feith. In Paleftine the Centurion 
obferv’d the Fewilh ; bh: in Rome the Roman Laws: So 
that it feems manite tt, that fuch things do not more 
affect or depend upon the Gofpel, than do Variety cf 
Habits and Computations. Were this important Di- 
fingtion etlectually inculcated, it would nota little pro- 
mote the Eafe and Reverence : of the Magillrate : ; For ic 
would defeat the Attempts of {uch as project the poy- 
foning of the People in their Alk Ziance, by malicious 
Defcents upon Subfidies, Srate- grievances, Hereditary- 
rights, Prerogative, and Penalties. You fhall hear the 
Libertine Anabaptists condemning all Judicature ; and 
the fubtil Presbyter too much idolizing the Geneve Plar- 
form ; : fome tickling for Princes to curtail their Reve: 
nues; others calling Taxes, Harpies; and fome the 
Publicans Racket ; others prefcribing to Tythes, and 
D 2 brane 
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branding that Contract with Impiety, which the Law 
of Natiuns warrants the Legality o&B Now thefe erro- 
neous Noveltics have ftill been fatal to all publick 
Quiet; fo that it concerns every honeft Man to fortify 
himfelf againft fuch Delufions, under what Mask foe 
ever prefented: And this he cannot better do, than by 
an entire Reliance upon this fure Principle, That the 
Gofpel takes Cognizance of the Integrity of the Heart; 
and without interpoling in human Injun@ions, permits 
all fuch Forms of Government, as are agreeable to 
right Reafon, 
What is your Opinion conccrning the Doéirine of 

Predeflination 2 

A. This Place of the Apoftle, whom he did predefti- 
nate, them he alfo called. Rom. viil. 30. is carried vio- 
lently in Defence of Predestination, by fuch who do not 
rightly know the Dittinction of God’s antecedent Will, 
and Conf.quent ; whereas in all that Chapter the Dif- 
courfé is of the Deftination to the Crofs: which Defti- 
nation they, when they are able, by oppofite Force, 
avoid, or even prevent. Indeed, as for Predeffination, 
it doth not fignity in the Scriptures that which many 
conceives but an Ordination of thofe Benefits whereby 
we are conducted to Salvation, and is always taken in 
the better Senfe. 


4 
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SALAMANCA, Sept. 24th, N.S. 1719. 
Q. Hat is the Gentile Divinity concerning the 
End of ibe World 2 


A. Many of the Geutiles held that the World fhall 
have an End by Fire. So Owd faysin his Mer. (4), 1. 





KE Je quoque 171 fat is reminifcitur, affore tempus, 


(2uo mari, quo tellus, corruptaque regia coels 


Ardeat, & mundi moles opcrofa laboret. 
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The Time {hall come when both the Earth and Sea, 
And all the Palaces of Heavn hall be 
Confum d with Five, and turn unto Decay. 


Alfo Lucretius, as Atheiftical as he is in many Places 
of his Works, holds the fame Opinion in thefe Lines. 


Una dies dabit exitio, multo{que per annos 
Suftentata ruet moles, © machina mundi 
Accidet extinm cali terreg; futurum. 


The World, which flood fo many Years, 
Shall in one Day diftroyed be, 

Then, then Deftruttion next appea’s 

For Heaven and Earth moft {uddenly, 


To this alfo agrees the Poet Lucan, lib. 1» his Words 
be thele. 

—————— -—-——— Sic cum compage foluta 

Secula tot muna: fuprema coegerit hora, 

Ant:quum repeitns iterum Chaos omnia miftis 

Sidera fideribus concurrent, ignea pontum 

Aftra petent, tellus extendere littora nolet, 

E xcuttetque frctum, fratri ccntraria Phebe 

Ibit, & cbliaquum bigas agitare per orbem 





d 


Indignata diem pofcet {ibi, totaque difcors 
Machina, divulji turbabit federa mundi. 


When this vaft World {hall burn, and the laft Hour 

Shall all the Ages that are paft devour, 

In former Chaos then all Things fhall end; 

Planets confufedly meeting will portend 

The Floods {hall with Celeftial Fires roar, 

Whilft Earth (hall grudge to make the Sea a Shore, 

And caft wt off; the Moom {hall difobey 

Her Brother, to ufurp the Rule of Day: g 

Thus all at Fars, in Strife, and out of Frame, 

They hal difturb the World and {pou ihe fame. : 
if 
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If f much Light as this, of the Deftrudtion of the 
World by Fire, which is affirm’d by St. Peters in his 
{econd Epiitle General, chap. iii. verfe 7, 10. was af- 
forded to the Gentiles, no doubt if we pollefs'd all the 
Volumes perifh’d by the Injury of Time, and the De- 
{tiny of Letters, but ic would have appear’d much 
greater $ for we plainly fee that thefe Pagan Theologues 
had a great deal of Knowledge of Matters recorded in 
Holy Writ, Herodotus takes notice of Senacharib’s Over- 
throw with the Lofs of 185000. flaughterd: in one 
Night by the deftroying Angel; Virgii has a Glympfe 
of our Saviour; Hefiod of the Fall ot Man in Paradife ; 
Ovid ot the Creation of the World out of a Chaos, the 
Flood, and Tower of Babel, on which the Hebrews had 
wafted 40 Years, and from the Story of ‘Feplthab’s fa- 
crificing his own Daughter, might {pring the Fable of 
Agamemnon’s delivering unto Sacrifice his Daughter [p- 
bigenia. But now all this Knowledge acquired by the 
learned Gentiles muft needs be derived to them at firft or 
fecond Hand trom the Hebrews, and Church of God ; 
nay, it is undeniable by any that fhall confider, how 
thar in moft antient Times, Egypt and Pbanicia were 
the Marts of Wifdom for the reft of the World, and 
that both thefe recciv'd much from the Hebrews, 
Q. Seeing La¢tantius, 2 reverend Father of the Church, 
bas cited feveral of the Sybils Verfes, I prefume to ask you, 
Gentlemen, whether they were inspired in what they spake 
of Jelus Chrift dy the Deity ; or prompted by the Devil ? 
4. Both ways are potlible. God infpired Balaam 
many hundred Years before the Prophets arofe, fo that 
he {pake as plainly and fully of our Saviour, as any of 
them all; and for the Devil, he gave as large and full a 
Teitimony unto ‘Fefas Chrift, when come, as any in 
thac Time befide him. And that he might predict or 
prophefie of him in the Sybils, and other Oracles, for 
the fame Refpects and Ends before he came, for Which 
he did confefs him when come, is not difficult to be con- 
ceivd by a thinking and attentive Man, What if - 
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Devil by the Clearnefs of his Oracles in this Particular, 
thought either to outvy or to toreftall the Prophets in 
theirs? It would not feem a Delign (if that were his) 
unworthy either of the Envy, or the Subtilty, for which 
he is fo infamous. And what if he intended to verify 
his Divinity to after Ages, by the Truth of his Prog- 
nofticks in the former ? Befides, he might conceive it 
would intangle and perplex fucceeding Times, as in- 
deed it mightily hath ; which to defign was proper for 
him. Tis ont of doubt that there were Sybils, and 
thofe antient; though how antient it be not eafy to 
determine, Certain it is, their Writings (of old) were 
held at Rome in extraordinary Veneration, there being 
Officers appointed, during both the Government of 
Kings, and chat of the People, to preferve, and on 
Occafion, to infpect and confult them. That after the 
Conflagration of the Capitol, and of the Books with ir, 
which happend in the 154th Olympiad, there were 
Ambafladors fent on purpofe to Erythra, to repair that 
Lofi, which was done in part trom thence, and in part 
from other Cities. In fine, Auguftus by his Ediét com- 
manded that all the Verfes going undcr the Name of 
Sybils, in the Pofleflion of any in his Territories, fhould 
be brought to the Prefect of the City of Rome, to be 
by kim fubmitted to the Cenfure of the Quindecim viri, 
who were to judge which were true, and which falfe; 
feverely forbidding private Perfons to retain or keep 
them. Thus they were preferv'd to the Time of Stil- 
ico, who deftroy’d them, Of fo much Credit were 
they. Indeed, that among the Writings commonly 
reputed S)di/line, there were antiently a many falfe, 
fuppofitious, and ingenuine, cannot be deny’d by ore 
who confiders, that it was, (as Tacitus afhrms in his 
Aanals, /:. 6.) the Motive of the Ediét, fo lately men- 
tioned, of the great Augu/tus : And tor the Times fince 
Corijt, it may be fuggelted, that many of the Writings 
now obtruded on us tor the Sydi/s, may be pious Frauds, 
contriv’d to beguile the Heathens, by Men of honelter 
Deligns and Meanings than Practices, _ Thefe, 
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Thefe, and other Inftances of pious Frauds in former 
Times, may be a Juft Ground whereon to raiie Sufpi- 
cion, that fome of thefe Verfts commonly reputed S7- 
bils, were no better 5 but that all were fo, or that the 
moft, 1s not at any hand to be admitted, feeing they 
were infilted on fo much, and appealed to fo often, by 
very many antient, learned, and prudent Fathers, who 
inftead of defending, would have indeed betray’d the 
Coriftian Doctrine, had they underpropt it with fo weak 
and falfe Reports. CQQueftionlefs, ’tis the only way to 
{tagger and difcredic the greateit Truths, to go about 
to eftablifh them with Lies and Falfities. We confcfs, 
it was pretended long ago, by the Heathens, that the 
urged Sydis were Impoftures, but Laftantius, on whom 
you ground your Queftion, both difavows and difproves 
the Scandal. And ConfPantine the Emperor, who had 
Opportunity to Know it well, afferts their Integrity. 
Virgil in his 4th Eclogue, written about 20 Years be= 
fore the Incarnation ot our Saviour, doh ineptly apply 
to Soloninus, Son of Pollic, the Sybsllize Prophecies, con- 
ceiv’d inTermsto that which agree exactly :o thegreatRe- 
deemer, and cantononeclfe. To {peak plain Exgli(h, 
who can longer bark againft the S)bils with any Face, 
that reflects on wht the aforefaid Pcet profetles to have 
receiv'd from them, and could nor from any after 
Chrift, that is to fay, that in the laft Age there fhou'd 
a Child be born of a Virgin; that he fhould be King 
of all the World, and that he thould take away the Sins 
of Men; and that he fhould reftore unto the Earth e- 
ternal Calm and Peace, all which and more too he found 
in the Syesis, and thus copies after them, | 


Ultima Cumet venit jam carminis atas, 
Magnus ab integro feclorum na{citur ordo, 
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Now’s come the Age the Cumzan Sybil told, 

And th’ Order from the World's Beginning’s rowl'd 
On us; the Virgin comes, and Golden Days, 

Of Saturn’s Throne again @ Head do raife. 


Thus he raifes the Attention of the Reader, and after 
goes on in this Manner. 
Fam nova progentes célo dimittitur alto, 
Tu modo nafcenii puero, quo ferrea primum 
Definet, & toto {urget gens, aurea mundo, 
Cafta fave Lucina, tuus jam regnat Apollo, 
Te duce, fi qua manent ecleris veftigia noftri, 
Irrita perpetaa folvent formidime terras. 
Ille denm vitam accipiet, divifque videbit 
Permiftos Heroas, & ipfe videbstur illis : 
Pacatumque regit patris virtuttbus orbem. 
At tibi prima puer nullo munufcula cultu, 
Errantes bederas poffim cum baccare {ellus, 
Miftagque ridenti colocafia fundet acantho: 
Ipfe latte domum referent diftenta capella 
Ubera, nec magnos metuent armenta leones, 
Ipfa tibi blamdos fundent cunabula flores. 
Occidet & ferpens, fallax. berba venent, 
Aggredere § magnos (aderit jam tempus) honores, 
Chara deim foboles, magnum Fovis incrementum. 
Asbice comvexo nutantem pondere mundum, 
Lerrafque tractufque maris, ca'lumaque profundum : 
Aspice, venturo latentur ut omnia feclo 





Which we thus tranflate. 


Now a new Progeny from Heav'n to Earth 
Defcends : Lucina favour this Child’s Birth, $ 
In whom the Irom Age do's end, and one 

Of Gold fucceeds, Apollo’s on the Throne, 

Now our Crimes {hall all, whofe Foot/teps ftill appear, 
Be raxd; and Earth deliver’d from long Fear. ‘ca 


E. The 
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The Life of Gods fhall lead, (hall Heroes fee 

Mingled of Gods, and {een of them fhall be : 

And with s Father's Pow'r the peaceful World (hall guide, 
Free Earth ber native Prefents {hall provide 

For thee, faveet Boy; wild Ivy, Baccaris, 

Perfum’d Acanthus, bread Colocafis : 

Goats to their Homes {hall their full Udders bear ; 

Nor {hall our Herds the raging Lions fear. 

The Cradle Flow'rs fhall fprout ; the Serpent's feed 
Shall be deftroy'd; and ev'ry poys'nous weed. 

Dear Off-(pring of the Gods, great Jove’s Increafe, 
Preduce thofe Times of Wonder, Worth and Peace. 

See how the World with pond'rous Weight do’s reel, 
Which Sea and Land, and lofty Heav'n do feel : ‘ 
See, inthis Age what F.ys upon us teal. 


Now all the‘ Predictions can agree to none but Chrift. 


__ 





—_ ———ee 


CommBRa Sept. 25th, N.S. 1719: 


©. Hat is the Reafon that Alfonfo 1. King of 
Portugal bore Fime Efcutchions in bis Arms? 

A. We don’t pretend to great Skillin Heraldry, but 
to oblige the Perfon who fent us this Queftion, we'll in- 
form him the Reafon of what he demands, as well as 
we can, which is this. King Ifmaurus, who was the 
moft powerful amongft all the Adauritanians, calling 
to his Afliftance Four other Kings, with an Army of 
400000 Men invaded Portugal, but his Fortune cor- 
refponded not with his Numbers, for /lfonfo encoun- 
tring this great Power,’ but with a finall Army, over- 
threw them, and flew, or took Prifoners, all the Four 
Kings ; in Memory of which fignal Victory, <Alfonfo 
bore Five Efcutchions in his Arms: Though fome are 
pleas d to affirm it was in Memory of the Five Wounds 
of our Saviour ften by him in a Vifion, jult before the 
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Q. What is the Reafon that the Inbabitants of Brazil 
cannot pronounce the Letters L, F, R? 

A, Becaule ’tis faid, They have neither Law, Faith, 
nor Reafon amongft ‘em. 

. Having lately feen the Body of Queen Beatrice, 
Wife to Alfonio Ill. King of Portugal, in ber Sepulchre 
at the Church of St. Vicenzo, and though fhe hus been 
interr'd above 4.00 Years, with her Head towards the 
Eaft, yet ‘as being preferv’d in Balfoms) She looks to this 
very Day fo firm as if {he had but lately yielded to Death, 
Pray what is your Opinion about the Pofitwre of human 
Bod.es in the Grave, and embalming the Dead ¢ 

A. All Nitions do agree, that there is a Refpect to 
be had to the Dead, and It is generally accounted a bar- 
barvus Inhumanity to deny the Rites of Sepulrure to our 
very Enenies. “Tis true, the ways of treating che Bo- 
dies of the Dead have varied according to the Cultoms 
of pirticular Countries; but all civiliz’d People confenct 
in this, to perform Funerals with due Solemnity ; the 
firft and molt natural Manner is by burying them in 
the Eirth, according to the Words of Abraham, give 
me a Poffelfion of @ burying Place with you, that I may 
bury my Dead out of my Sight. Gen. xxii. 4. which feems 
to bz the moft anrient of all others, ‘The Romans them- 
felves us’d this way at firft, for Numa was buried, and 
all others till Cornelias Syla’s Time ; who, having vio- 
lated the Sepulchre of Cams Marius, and tearing the 
like would be done to himfelf, was the firft Patrician 
that order’d his Body to be burnt after the Phrygian 
Minner; nor did this burning of dead Bodies continue 
any longer among ’em than tll the Empire became 
chriftianiz d, for then Inhumation began to be reftor’d. 
But among all Nations, there was none excell d the 
Egyptians in their Care of the Dead, embalming them 
in the moft coftly and curious Manner imaginubk, 
which we believe to fpring from their Belief of a Res 
furrection, or elfe it was done with a Perfuafion, the 
Soul doth not choofe a new Body to inhabit, fo long 
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as its former Habitation remains uncorrupted ; and cer* 
tainly they did provide tor this with exquifite Art, fince 
many of the Bodies thus embalm’d near 3000 Yearsago, 
are found entire at this Day. As for the Interment of | 
the Corpfe, the Pofiture and Polition thereof hath al- » 
ways been among the Chriftians to turn the Feet to! 
the Eaft, with the Head towards the Welt, that fo they | 
may be ready to meet the Lord, whom the Antients 
did believe fhould apoear in the oriental Part of Heaven. 
We bury the Dead this Way 5 and the old Inhabitants 
of Atiica buried thus before the Days of Solos, who 
convinced the Athenians that the Hland of Salamis did } 
of right belong to them, by fhewing them dead Bodies | 
looking that Wayy and Sepulchres toward the Ealt, as 
they us d to bury. 

Q. When Edward I. King of Portugal, came to the 
Crown, at the Age of 44. Years, or thereabouts, “tis faid, 
that being to have the Ceremomes of bis Coronation pir-| 
form'd, the fame Morning that he was to have the Crown 
pit upon his Head, a Jew, one of bis Phyficians, and | 
great Student in Aftrology, came to him, and falling down 
on bis Knees, very earneftly begg'd a Boon of him; the 
King demanded what it was ? He anf{wer'd, That his Mae 
jefty would be pleas d for fome Days to defer bis Corona: 
tion : The King wondring at fo ftrange a Requeft, demane > 
ded, what it did concern bim? To which he anfwerd, | 
that it did not only concern him, but all bis Mayefty’s Sub. 
qekts, and the whole Kingdom of Portugal ; for that by his | 
Skill in Ajtrology be had found, that if he then proceeded | 
to the Cereminy, his Reign would be both fhort and unfore 
tunate. At this the Kinz was fomewhat ftartled at fff, 
and [eem d as if be would confider of it ; but after a very 
li:tle Deliberation, either out of Magnanimity, or Mif- | 
belief of that Art, be commanded the Ceremony to proceed. | 
Now whether this were true, or no, that he was thus fore- | 
warn d, cannot be confidently affirm’d; but moft certain | 
itis, that in the {hort Time of § Years which be reign'd, | 
he was very unfortunate, lofing (everal Battles to the} 

Moors | 
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Moors in Atrick, and was in very great Probability to 
have loft whatever his Father had gain’d upon that Coaft. 
Upon this Story it is therefore demanded, whether People 
may have Notice of the good or bad Fortune which fhall at- 
tend em, before it comes to pak; and if there may be any 
Dependance in Astrologers, for telling Things to come ¢ 

A. For forteliing Futurities, there are divers Jnftan- 
ces in Hiftories both facred and profane, The Devil, 
whom the Witch of Endor rais'd up in the Form and 
Likenefs of Samuel, foretold his Death by the Phili- 
ftines; the Python, or Spirit of Divination (mentiond 
in the 16th Verfe of the 16th Chapter of the 4s) gave 
Anfwers ot Tings paft, prefent, or to come, Which 
brought her Mafters much Gain. The Day of Fulins 
Cafar's Death (you may read in Plutarch’s Lives) was 
prognolticated by a Soorh-fayer 5 and the fudden Death 
of the Scotch King Alexander Ill. whofe Horfe leaping 
over a Cliff into the Sea, broke his Neck, was under 
the Similitude of a Tempett foretold th: Night before 
it came to pafs; for the Earl 0: Adarch demanding of 
one Thomas Lermond (accounted a notable Prophet) 
what Weather would be to morrow, anfwer'd, that to 
morrow before Noon fhouid happen {ich a dreadful Tempeft, 
that the like was niver before in Scotland. In the Mor- 
ning the Sky was fair and clear, amd Noon drew near 
without the leaft Sign of Storm or Wind, the Earl of 
March {ent for Thomas, telling him how much he was 
miftaken 5 Thomas {aid litle, only alledg’d it was not 
yet paft Noon. Ar that Inftant a Poft arriv’d at the 
Farls Gate with News of the King’s fudden Death. 
This ts that fearful Wind ({aid Thomas) which {hall bring 
{uch Calamity and Trouble to this Realm. 

Now our Opinion concerning thefe Matters 1s, that 
we think nothing can be more inconfiftent with Reafon, 
than for Criffians, who holding the Dead do reft in the 
Lord, do yet believe they are at the Lure of the Devil; 
that he who is in Bonds himfelf, commands the Fetters 
of thofe confin'd in the Shadow of Death, and dwel- 
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ling in the bortomlefs Lake, the Blefled from Abrabasm’s 
Bofom. That can believe the Refurrection of Samuel, 
or that there 1s any thing but Delufion, inthe Practice 
of Necromancy and popular Conception of Ghofts. 
We ever had, and have ftill fome Men who pretend 
to foretel the Revolutions of Empires, States, and King- 
doms, the Death ot Kings and Princes, and the good 
or bad Fortune which fhall attend Perfons in a lower 
Sphere, from their Nativity, to their laft refiding on 
Earth, But what Sort of Men are thefe Foretellers of 
Fucurities ? They are both by Praétice and Purpofe 
notorious Impoftors, tho they fhaduw their delufive 
and cheating Kuaveries under divers various Pretences ; 
{ome pretending to do their Feats by Aftrology, which is 
a general Cheat, as it is commonly us’d; fome bya 
pretended Giit from God, when they are notorioufly 
drunken, debauched Perfons; fome by pretending Skill 
in natural Magick, when indeed they can hardly read 
Englifh tue; fome by pretending a familiar Spirir, 
when indecd and in truth they have no other Familiar 
but their own’ Spirit of lying and decciving; and fome 
by pretending to conjure and call up the Devil; who 
hath endeavour’d to make the World believe, that he 
was God himfelf, and failing of his firft Attempt to be 
but like the higheft in Heaven, he hath obtain’d with 
Men to be the fame on Earth, and hath accordingly 
affum'd the Annexes of Divinity, and the Prerogatives 
of the Creator, drawing into Practice the Operation of 
Miracles, and the Prefcience of things to come. ‘Thus 
hath he in a fpecious way wrought Cures upon the Sick : 
play'd over the wondrous Acts of Prophets, and coun- 
terfeited many Miracles of Chrifé and his Apoftles. 
Thus hath he openly condended with God; and to 
this Etfect his Infolency was not afham’d to play a fo- 
lemn Prize with Mofesy wherein altho his Performance 
was really {pecious, and beyond the common Apprehen- 
fionot any Power below a Deity, yet was it not fuch 
as Cjuid make good his Omnipotency. For he was 

wholly 
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wholly confounded in the Converfion of Duft into 
Lice. An Aét Philofophy can {carce deny to be above 
the Power of Nature, nor upon a requifite Predifpofi- 
tion beyond the Efficacy of the Sun. Wherein not- 
withitanding the Head of the old Serpent was confef- 
fedly too weak for the Hand of Mofes, and the Arms of 
his Magicians too fhort for the Finger of God. He 
hath moreover endeavour’d the Opinion cf Deity, by 
the Delufion of Dreams, and the Difcovery of ‘Things 
to come, in Sleep above the Prefcience of our waked 
Senfes, In this Expeétation he perfuaded the Credu- 
lity of elder Times to take up their Lodging before his 
Temple in Skins of their own Sacrifices, till his Refers 
vednefs had contriv’d Anfwers, whofe Accomplifhments 
were in his Power, or not beyond his Prefagement. 
Which way though it hath pleasd Almighty God, 
f{ometimes to reveal himfelt, yet was their Proceeding 
very indifferent. For the Revelations of Heaven are 
convey 4 by new Impicilions, and the immediate Illu- 
mination of the Soul; whereas the deceiving Spirit, 
by Concitation of Humours, produces his conceited 
Phantafmes, Or compounding the Species already refi- 
ding, doth make up Words which mentally fpeak bis 


Intentions. 
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~ CAMBRIDGE, September 30th, 1719. 


Q. Ho is meant by the Beaft whom St John the 
Divine (in the laft Verfe of the 1 3th Chap- 

ser of bis Revelation) marks with the Number 666 ? 
4. Many having miftaken this Text, have judged 
this Number to be the Number of Anti-chrift in parti- 
cular; but we fay the Name here meantis Aaviwes, 
for thefe Reafons ; firft, becaufe the Name of the Bealt 
here Mentiond can point at no other than the Ten 
Horned Reman Beaft or Latin Empire in general, and 
not 
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not of the Azté-chrit only, and fo it muft either be 
Romanus or Latinus, but of thefe two Latinus is the 
eldeft Stile; tor King Latinas (trom whom that Peo- 
ple were call’d Laténi, and the Country Latium) was 
long before King Romulus, ot whom the City was 
call’d Rome, and the People thereof Romans. Secondly, 
the Texc fays, it muit be the Number of a Man’s 
Name, fo is Latinus the Name of a Man, even the 
Name of one of their firft Kings. And thirdly, for- 
afmuch as the Greeks had a Cuftom in their Myfteries 


-and Oracles, to obferve the Number of Names, there- 


fore St. Fohn, obierving the Cuftom of them to whom 
he writes, fays, that the Number of the Beaft, or ra~ 
ther as he terms it in the 17th Verfe of the fame 
Chapter, the Number of the Bealt’s Name is 666; for 


Ais3O, @iS1y TiS300, e185, 41810, Vis go, ois 


703 518200, which added together, make 666; 


therefore aezvivos is the very Name of the Beaft, 
mean’d by the faid Number; which 1s alfo to be 
found in the numeral Letters of thefe Words, VICarIVs 


generaLIS Del In terrls, the arrogant Title which the 


Pope of Rome aflumes to himfelf. 

Q. Gentlemen, pray be pleasd to refolve thefe few 
Queftions, which will much oblige fome curious People. 
Has Matrimony been long folemniz’d by the Chriftian 
Clergy? From whence is the Word Banns deriv’d? Whe- 
ther one may be married at any Time? Whether the 
Bridegroom always takes the right Hand of the Bride 
whilft they are e[poufing ? And from whence [prung the 
Cercmony of the Man's giving the Woman a Ring in 
Marriage ¢ 

4. The Rubricks of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England have appointed an Office tor Matrimony, or 
Marriage, becaufe ic is the firft and moft natural of all 
Societies, the Fountain and Foundation of Mankind, 
the Original of Families, the Replenifher of Countries, 
the Beginning of a City, and the Seminary of a Com- 
mon- wealth ; and therefore the Corsftzans of old thought 

if 
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it did exceedingly tend to the folemn making and ftrick 
keeping this holy Bond of Marriage, to have it feal’d by 
an ecclefiaftical Perfon. Thus Cyrtacus, Patiiarch of 
Conftantinople, married Theodofins, Son of the Empeior 
Mauricius, to the Daughter of Germanus the Patrician; 
and Sergius, his Succefior, married the Emp<ror Hera- 
clivs to Eudoxia; but to come nearer home, in the [7 »"s 
of our Saxon King Edmund, it was ordain’d, that a 
Prieft fhould be prefent at the making of Efpoufals, 
who, by giving them the divine Blefling, might ailift 
their facred Confederation in all Holinef3. Now, for 
the preventing clandeftine Marriages, the Banns are to 
be folemnly publifh’d Three feveral Sundays or Holy- 
Days in the Time of divine Service, which Word is 
derived from Bannum, usd in Lombardy, or elfe from 
the Saxon one Bannum to decree or proclaim, whence, 
in barbarous Latin, the Word Banniere fignifies to pubs 
hth, and Bannitum jejunium is a Faft decreed or pro« 
claim’d, and Bannum is fometimes put for a Decree, fo 
that if we put both Significations together, we may ex- 
pound the Banns to be the Decree or Refolution of 
Marriage made publick, As for the Time of folemni- 
zing Marriage, which God firft inftituted betwixt - 
dam and Eve in Paradife, that eminent and antient 
Council of Laodicea above 1500 Years ago, forbids 
exprefly, in the 52d Canon, all Weddings in the Time 
of Lent; and about 400 Years after the Canon Law of 
the Saxons, did exprefly forbid Marriages to be made 
upon Sundays, Wednefdays and Fridays, as being Days 
of more folemn Obfervation for Religion : About 660 
Years fince, other Canons of our Nation did except a- 
gainft Marriages (which ought to be celebrated in 
Churches, and no where elfe) on all folemn Feftivals, 
in Ember-Weeks, from Advent till after Chriftmas, from 
Septuagefima-Sunday till after Eafter; and the Times 

{till obferv'd by fome among us, are not much different, 
fince Marriage is now prohibited from Advent-Snndap 

till che Otaves of Epiphany, being the Feftival of Crit ~ 
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mas from Septuagefima- Sunday till the Odctaves of 
Eafter, being the Fait of Lent, and Feaft of the Refur- 
retion ; and trom <Afcenfion-Day to Trinity- Sunday. 
Now when the Couple to be married 1s at Church, the 
Bi idegroom {tands on the right Hand, and the Bride on 
the left, which is exprefly fo order’d in the Greek and 
Latin Churches; bur among the ews the Wife ftands 
on the right Hand of her intended Husband, which 
they note is done in Imitation of that Place of the 
Royal Pialmilt, Upon thy right Hand did ftand the 
Queen. Plal. XLV. 9. Yet fince the right Hand is the 
moft honourable Place, we choofe rather to affign it to 
the Man, becaufe he is the Head of the Wife. The 
Rite or Ceremony of ufing a Ring in Matrimony, 
{prung likely from the Cuftom which all Nations ufed 
to exprefs their peculiar Love to any Perfon, by the 
giving of a Ring. This Rite hath been antiently 
usd at the invelting of one into the higheit Honours, 
thus Pharaoh invefted Fofeph, Alexander the Great thus 
advanced Perdiccas, and among the Perfian Kings this 
was the way of declaring their chicf Favourite 5 there- 
fore among the Coriftians, by giving a Ring in Mar- 
riage was not only intended a Plecge of the deareft 
Affection, but to declare we did aflume our Wife into 
the higheft Degree of Friendfhip and Truft, making 
her a Sharer in all our Counfels, and a Partner in our 
Honour and Eftate. For this Reafon the Ring hath 
continued in Chriftian Marriages in all fucceeding Ayes 
in the Weftern Church, being plac’d on the Fourth 
Finger of the left Hand, which the Romans of old ufue 
ally call’'d the Ring-Finger; and the Antients gene- 
rally affirm, that there comes a confiderable Veffel 
from the Heart to this Finger, which therefore they 
thought ought to bear this Pledge ot Love, that from 
hence it might be convey’d to the Heart: Befides, if 
we fhall add that other Reafon of placing the Ring on 
the leaft active Finger of the lefs ufed Hand, as being 
lefs fubject to wearing and Injury there, and fo likely 
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to remain longeft in View: This may teach us, that 
married Perfons fhould carefully preferve and cherifh 
each others Love, that fo it may remain for ever. 

Q. Which is beft Poem, Homer's Zliads, or Virgil's 
cAineids ? 

A. The Poems of Homer and Virgil being, by the 
Confent of all Ages, the moft perfect Models that ever 
appear’d in that Kind of Writing ; therefore to judge 
which of them ought to be preferr’d before the other, 
is, in our Opinion, to decide the moft important Q 1e- 
ftion that can be advanc’d in Matter of Literature, aud 
peremptorily to define upon the Point of their higheft 
Grandeur and Perfection. Alexander the Great having 
found Homer’s Iliads in a Cabinet of Darius, after his 
Difeat, call’d ic the richeft and moft exquifite Work 
of Man’s Wit: And Auguftus made it futhciently ap- 
pear that he had not ever efteemd any thing compara- 
ble to the -4neids, by the Impatience he was in to fee 
it during the Author’s Life, and the Care he took of it 
after his Death. But not infifting on the Authority of 
thefe two great and fo intelligent Princes, to enter upon 
the Difcuffion of the Queftion, we fhall not {tick to 
make a previous Acknowledgement, that Homer has a 
much larger Ground-work to build upon, than Virgil ; 
that he hath a greater Extent of Characters, that he 
decyphers Things much betrer, that his Reprefentations 
are more vacuate, that his Refiections are more moral 
and fententious ; that his Imagination is more pregnant, 
that he hath a more univerfal Fancy ; that he has more 
Variety in the Difpofition of his Fable, that he difco- 
vers more of that Impetuofity, which makes the Eleva- 
tion of the Genius ; that his Expreffion is more pathe- 
tical, that he is more fortunate as to his natural Inclina- 
tion; that he’s a Poet upon the Account of his Tem- 
perament ; that his Verfes are fuller of Pomp and Mag- 
nificence, that they more delightfully fill the Exr by 
their Number and Cadence, to fuch as know the Beau- 
ty of verfifying, But after all this confider’d, it were 
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only to judge af Homer and Virgil, only by what is mof’ | 


fuperficial in them, fince there are other more Effential 
‘Things in their Works to be examin'd. To come then 
to a regular Judgment of thefe Epick Poems, let us 
compare the Fables of the Jlads and -£neids: The 
Fable of the firft abftraCting the Epifodes, and defpoil’d 
of all its Ornaments, is, that one of the chief Captains 
of the Grecian Army being Malecontent and difgufted 
by the General, retires from the Camp, without hear- 
kening to his Duty, Reafon, or Friends; deferts the 
publick Intereft and that of the State, to comply with 
the Impetuofity of his Refentment ; he abandons him- 
‘'f to Grict in a folitary Retirement. His Enemies 
inake their Advantage of his Abfence, and grow too 
powerful for his Party; they kill his beft Friend; he 
tukes up Arms again to revenge his Death ; and Paf- 
fion makes him do what Reafon had not becn able to 
get from him ; andin fine, he kills the Heed of the 
adverfe Party. ‘Thatof the e4#veids is this. A Prince 
fore’d to fly by reafon of the Ruin of bis Country, comes 
to feck up and down the World for another Eftablifh- 
ment; he makes his Gods and his Fathers the Compa- 
nions of his Fight. ‘The Gods, mov’d with that Piety 
of bis, concern themfelves to eftablifth him in the no- 
bleft Country of the World, and he becomes the Foun 
der of the moft flourifhing Empire that ever was, Tis 
true, Virgi! had the Happinefs to embellifh his Poem 
with a kind of the miraculous Part, which Homer, not- 
witbftanding all his Afle¢tation to find out fuch Mat- 
ter, never thought of, which is to beftow Valour on 
Women, and to make them fight, as Camilla docs in 
the 11th Book. We muft next take notice there is but 
little Obfervance of Decorum in Homer’s Poems ; Fa- 
thers are therein harfh and cruel, the Heroes weak and 
p-filionate, the Gods fubj:c&t to Miferies, unquiet, quir- 
relfome, and not enduring one another: But we mutt 
pardon this Weaknefsin the Poet, who writ in a Time 
when Morality was hardly come to any Perfection ; 
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the World was yet too young to be endu’d with Prin- 
ciples of Modefty and Decorum. Morality was more 
accon:plifh’d and better known in Vergii’s Days, and in 
him much more cultivated than in Homr. In the 23d 
of the Iliads, Antilochus {peaks to bis Hurfes, enters into 
a formal Difcourfe with them, and conjures them todo 
their utmoft to get the better of Menelaus and Diomedes, 
in the Caufe which was to be run at the Games, cele- 
brated upon Occafion of the Death of Patroclus: He 
cites them with the moll orefling EarneftnefS of Di- 
courfe imaginable ; yet wit) very childifh Reafons, tel- 
ling them that his Father 2vej/or will tura them out of 
his Service, or get their )aroats cut, (| they do notas 
they fhould do; in fine, he becomics © pathetick Orator 
to brute Beafts : Whereas Virgil is not fubject to rhofe 
Weaknefles, he 1s always ferious, always great, always 
foaring on high, to keep up the Heroick CharaGer ; 
he does not debafe himfeit to act the pleafant Droll, 
nor fall down to a childifh Familiarity, contrary to the 
Dec rum of his Rank, from which Homer many times 
degrades himfelf: But yet to do him alt the Right he 
defurves, we may juftly afhrm, as we have hinted to- 
wards ir 5cfore, that that Weeknefs is not fo much to 


be art. «d to him, as to the Age he liv’d in, which 
Was ble of any greater Politenefs. However, 
‘: 


crowledg’d that his I4ads is the accom- 
pli’ 


najeftick Stile; and that this Poet’s 
adm of wording well, made Sephocles, 
who © 


se Model of Tragedy, his perpetual 
Admi: cd exact Imitator. Velletas Paterculus hath 
this Cor:.ccndation of bim in the firft Book of his Hi- 
ftory, 4 yore carntinum folus appellart poeta meruit, and 
alittle afier, Adolliffima dulceaine carminum: And upon 
the abovefaiu Advantage, which he hath in aneminent 
Manner, he deferves to be preferr’d before Virgil, tho’ 
Virgil be the moft prudent, the moft difcreer, and moft 
judicious that ever writ. Again, Homer is more ad- 
mirable than Virgi/, in Epithets and Adverbs; indeed 
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this is his Mifter-ptece, and Virgii, in comparifon, 13 
poor as to thofe kind of Ornamcnts, which proceed 
from the rich and fruitful Treafury of the Greek Tongue, 
which the Latin has not. Yet we mult own, that Vir- 
gilhas a Talent of Prudence great enough to keep in 
the whole Stock of his Moderation and Srayedne(s of 
Judgement, amidit the Ardour and Excitations of an 
imagination inflamd by the Genius of Poefy, and that 
the moft infpired of any that ever was Lucan, in com- 
parifon of him, isan inconfiderate Writer, and Statins 
a furious one. Nor could Ovid ever arrive to that 
Fixcellency, ull toward: his latter Days, when he writ 
his Fafiz, whichis the only Part of his Works, wherein 
he is moderate and difcreet; in all the reft he difcovers 
his Youthfulnefs. Nor do his Inductions of Examples 
and Comparifons in his Books de triffibus, and his o- 
ther Elegies, come near that Character; and his Hero- 
ick Epifties, which may be cali’d the Fiower of Roman 
Wit, have not any thing of that Maturity of Judge- 
ment, which is the tranfcendect Perfection of Virgil. 
Likewife Lucreti#s, who fo pure and fo polite, had nor 
yet attain’d that Perfection; and Catullas, who was 
the firlt among the Romans, that began to improve and 
heighten the Language, with the Advantages of Ele- 
gance, had not as yet learnt that great Precept which 
Horace has fince fo much inculcated to the Pifones, 





———= Prudeus ver{us reprehendet inertes 
Ambitio[a recidet ornamenta ; 
Luxuriantia compefcat. 


The Death of Marcellus in the 6th of the -£ueid:, 
is very infinuating and exquifite, as it appear’d by the 
Impretlion which that Paflage made on the Spirit of 
Augu{tus, and much more upon the Heart of his Mo- 
ther Offavia, who fell intoa Swoon at the very Reci- 
tation Virgil made of it in the Emperor’s Prefence. We 
fhill fay nothing of all the Complaints of Dido in the 
4th Book, which made St, dugu/tin weep fo often, as 
he 
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he himfelf fo acknowledges in his Confeffions, lib. 1. ¢. 

42.14, But he is far enough from having that Tender- 

ne(s for Homer, whom he complements no better than 
by calling him dulciffime vanms. Neverthclefs, that 
there isa greater Air of Morality and Sententioufnefs 
iu Homer, than in Virgil, is an Advantage in the former 
we muft not difpute ; for this is fotrue that Macro 
bius, lib. 5. cap. 6. of his Q ieftions fayg, Homerus om= 
nem poe(im fuam ita fententus far fit, ut fingula ejus apoph= 
thegmata vicem proverbiorum in cirinm ore fungantur. 
Moreover, Invention, one of the Qualities moft effen- 
tial to a Poet, is another Advantage of Homer, where 
in he deferves Preference belore Virgil; for he’s the 
Model, and Original, which Virgil propos'd to himfelf. 
As for the Exordiums of thefe Poets, the Beginning of 
the Iliads wasthus: Sig, O! my Mufe, of the Wrath 
of Achilles, the Sv of Peleus, that Wrath which prov'd 
{6 pernicious to bis oum Party, by abundance of Misfortunes 
which it brought upon them ; 1 occafion’d the Death ot ma- 
ny Heroes. Here he takes Pleafure in aggravating that 
Wrath by its Caufes and Effects ; he advances Things 
with a too confident, too violent, and too hyperbolical 
Expreflion : whereas the Beginning of the e£neids is 
more fimple and more natural, and its Propofition is 
without Difficulty. J fing (fays Virgil) the Arms and 
Valour of that Man, who baving retreated from the Ruins 
of Troy, was the first that came into ltaly. He had 
much to fuffer thro the Perfecutions of the Geds, and the 
Animofity of Juno. An Enemy of that Confequence 
renders him the more confiderable. But after all thar, 
he builds a great City, which is to be the Seat of tke World’s 
Expire, and the Metropolis of the Univerfe, By what 
we have here offer’d, the learned Gentleman who {ent 
us this Queftion to refolve, may be his own Judge in 
the Matter ; only we fhall conclude with faying, that 
Homer in his W orks was more ample, Virgil more re 
gular and compleat ; and there never was any Merit 
more univerfally celebrated than that of thefe great 
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Geni, nor any more univerfally acknowledg’d : Befides} 


there has not rifen up any one during the whole Procefg 
of Time fince, that durit difpute it, without difhonou- 


ring himfelf, and, by fo irrational a Prefumption, be- 


traying his Infufhiciency, and the Weaknefs of his En- 





dowments. 


FINT §&. 











N. B. All Perfons that fhall propofe Queftions to _ 
the Gentlemen of the Society of the Del/pdjck Oracle, — 
may fend them to F. Roberts at the Oxford-Arms in 
Warwick-Lane, where Letters will be taken in, but | 
wot without Poft paid. : 














